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A Ladybird Guide to Bioinformatics Today

• Bioinformatics:

– “Application of Large-scale Computing Resources and 
Sophisticated Computational Techniques in the Life 
Sciences and Like Data”

– Fact: (Generally) Easier to Teach Life Sciences to 
Computing Graduates than vice versa!

– There is a great need for Graduates with numerical/ 
algorithmic skills & a working knowledge of 
Biotechnology/ Biopharma terminology

– So where is the need, actually? 

&, more particularly: where are the jobs??



Where we are today in the life 
sciences ..

HUGE advances in technologies for sequencing whole genomes for example..

1980’s Sanger 
sequencing (Nobel prize 
for chemistry)
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Where we are today in the life 
sciences

HUGE advances in technologies for sequencing whole genomes for example..

1980’s Sanger 
sequencing (Nobel prize 
for chemistry)

2000: 
11 years of work = 1 
human genome

2011: 1 human genome 
before coffee break!!



Active area of research
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Bioinformaticians are in Short supply
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